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A sneak peek at the 

latest plan 

DATES TO 
REMEMBER 
 
 
Wednesday 
11th 

November 

Remembrance 

Day 

Wednesday 
2nd 

December 

Student-Free 

Day 

Thursday 3rd 

December 

International 
Day of Persons 

with Disability 

Thursday 17th 

December 

Last Day of 
2020 School 
Year for 
Students—
normal 

finishing time 

Friday 18th 

December 

Student-Free 
Day—SSG 
Meetings to be 
held on this 

day Dylan Back into the Swing of 

Things at School 
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Principal’s Report 

Student and Staff 
Health

 

It is important that 
any staff member or 
student who becomes 
unwell while at 
school, gets tested 
and returns home.  
While it is unlikely 
that a staff member or 
student who is unwell 
with flu-like 
symptoms will have 
coronavirus (COVID-
19) these are the 
necessary measures 
that have to be taken 
to ensure everyone’s 
safety.  

I am aware that it is 
also allergy season.  If 
your child suffers from 
allergies, please 
ensure that they take 
their medication 
before coming to 
school to prevent or 
manage symptoms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

parents will be also 
given the opportunity to 
opt out.  

Visitors to the School

 

Only people who are 
delivering or supporting 
essential school services 
and operations are 
allowed to visit school 
grounds (such as 
student health and 
wellbeing services 
including the School 
Breakfast Clubs Program 
and Secondary School 
Immunisation Program, 
those conducting 
assessments for the 
Program for Students 
with Disabilities (PSD), 
and safety, cleaning and 
maintenance workers). 

Additional staff, 
including parent 
volunteers, must not 
attend school at this 
time.  

Parent-teacher 
information sessions 
and interviews must 
continue to be replaced 
with online and video 
alternatives. 

Children with disability 
starting school in 2021, 
are permitted to attend 
on site for individual 
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Update on 
Excursions and 
Swimming

 

On writing this 
article, the school has 
just received the 
latest operations 
guide and it contains 
changes on the 
resumption of 
excursions and 
swimming programs 
in both indoor and 
outdoor pools.  There 
are some restrictions 
such as exclusive use 
by the school during 
the swimming 
sessions and 
enhanced health and 
safety requirements 
and heightened 
cleaning procedures 
whilst on excursions.  
Each department in 
the school or 
workplace bubble will 
determine if these 
activities are 
appropriate to their 
cohorts health needs 
under the current 
restrictions and 
whether there is an 
availability or vacancy 
to book groups to 
attend.  If the 
activities do go ahead 
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assessments required 
for enrolment and 
transition planning 
that cannot be done 
remotely, including 
for the Program for 
Students with 
Disabilities (PSD).  

Schools must not 
conduct on-site school 
tours for prospective 
students and their 
families during 
operating hours.  
Exemptions can be 
considered at a local 
level for students with 
disability or highly 
complex needs.  In 
these instances, group 
size should be limited 
to a single family, with 
physical distancing, 
hand hygiene and face 
masks strictly 
required and no 
access to indoor 
learning areas 
permitted. 

School Cleaning

 

Extended and 
increased cleaning 
arrangements have 
been introduced and 
will continue.  This 
involves progressive 
cleaning throughout 

Assistant Principal’s 
Report 

Afternoon Parent Pick-
Up 

Parents and carers 
picking up students in the 
afternoon will have 
noticed that the parking 
area is increasingly busy.  
We have seven allocated 
parking bays and up to 
seventeen PM pick-ups.  
If you arrive prior to a 
supervising member of 
staff being present, you 
are welcome to ring the 
school reception to 
announce your arrival  

If the parking bays are 
full, please move to the 
overflow area near the 
dumpster and wait for a 
space in the assigned 
parent parking area to 
become available.  To 
facilitate the flow of 
arrivals and departures, 
parents are asked not to 
engage in prolonged 
conversation with staff.  
Thank you for your co-
operation and patience 
whilst waiting for your 
child to transition from 
their class to your vehicle. 

Tania Castro Millas 
Assistant Principal 
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B A Y S I D E  B U L L E T I N  

the day to ensure that 
risks of transmission 
are reduced for high-
touch services. 

Parent Opinion 
Survey 

The Parent Opinion 
survey closes on 
Friday 13th November 
2020.  The response 
rate currently is only 
14 families or 23% of 
our population. Please 
take the time to 
complete this survey if 
you can.  The survey is 
designed to assist 
schools in gaining an 
understanding of 
parents’ perceptions 
of school climate, 
student behaviour and 
student engagement.  
The survey also 
includes questions 
pertaining to the 
remote learning 
period. Our school will 
use the survey results 
to help inform and 
direct future school 
planning and 
improvement 
strategies. 

Michael Pepprell 
Principal 
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Room E4 ~ Carolina & Bec 

Room E5 ~ Kate & Jacqui 

Room E1 ~ Llywela & Jo M 
We have welcomed another 
new student, Felix, to the 
Early Education Program.  
Felix has particularly enjoyed 
exploring our outdoor play 
space as well as the toys and 
experiences available in the 
classroom.  He has 
discovered a mutual interest 
in cars and trains with 
Hunter and sensory play and 
bowling with Alghifari.  

Upon arrival each morning, 

Alghifari, Hunter, Lincoln 
and Mamoud continue to 
develop their skills and 
knowledge working towards 
their individual goals.  
Alghifari is completing story 
sequencing using pictures 
with increasing complexity.  
Lincoln and Mamoud are 
developing their fine motor 
strength through using 
stickers and drawing.  
Hunter continues to build 
his play skills during both 

solitary and small group 
experiences. 

Vivi has continued to enjoy 
her new school 
environment.  She is now 
taking more time to enjoy 
particular activities such as 
music, books and the 
sandpit and is gaining more 
confidence using her Kaye 
Walker. 

Great work EEP students! 

The E5 boys have enjoyed 
making all different kinds of 
art over the last fortnight.  
We have made paint spinner 
pictures, paper ripping 
collages, marbling art works, 
paintings, coloured-in beach 
houses, and used our fingers 
to draw pictures on the 
interactive whiteboard!! 

Franco was a great help 
getting the paper ready for 
our ripped paper collages.  

He had a lot of fun ripping 
and cutting up the coloured 
paper while using sign to 
tell us what colour we were 
holding.   

Ferris enjoyed playing in the 
paper pieces before sticking 
it down to the paper.  It was 
also a lot of fun to throw it 
in the air and watch it fall to 
the ground.  It was like 
rainbow rain. 

text, letter M and N 
activities and matching 
words from the book.  

Archer enjoys making 
words and Alessandro 
matches pictures.  Rameen 
does good tracing and 
colouring, and sitting and 
listening to the story being 
read.  Joje reaches out and 
touches the pages and 
enjoys carrying books 
around the room.  Zia has a 

good chuckle when funny 
things happen.. Theo is 
working at the table and 
using a range of colours to 
colour in, and Alessandro is 
working on some matching 
skills. 

We are starting to prepare 
for our end of year concert 
item and hoping to shine 
and put on a good show in 
the form of a video. 

Thank you 

Room E4 have been busy 
with exploring our new 
book: How to Catch a 
Monster.  It is a book about 
a boy ninja who tries to 
catch a monster with things 
from his bag of tricks.  The 
monster is green and furry 
and he shows a range of 
emotions: sad and happy.  
We are engaged in different 
ways.  Some activities are 
varied and include looking 
at different pictures and 

B A Y S I D E  B U L L E T I N  

Akain liked colouring in his 
beach houses.  He did a 
great job using eye-gaze to 
choose which colour paint 
stick he wanted to use.  
Red was definitely his 
favourite—he didn’t want 
to let go of it.   

Well done boys, on your 
beautiful art works.  They 
have really brightened up 
the room. 

Felix explores 

the coloured 

rice 

Akain colouring in 

his beach houses 

 



Room E6 ~ Cheryl, Charles, Mel, Jo & Anouk 
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In the last newsletter were some 
clues about E6’s new story.  The 
setting is on the sea, transport is a 
boat, a hat or bandana is what we 
wear and finding our treasure is the 
aim.  “Ahoy” everyone, it’s the crew 
form E6 going on an adventure with 
the story, “Go, Go Pirate Boat!”  Using 
the story as a framework, Kasey, 
Oscar, Sam, Patrick, Sam and Aiden all 
have a page dressed like a pirate and 
a treasure that they discover by 
opening the lid of the special pirate 

treasure chest story prop.  What 
kind of treasure?  What would be in 
the treasure box?  For me the ‘Old 
Gold’ chocolate would be great, 
however it’s the E6 story, so here is 
their list of valuables; an orange 
balloon, a green car, a maraca, a 
duck ‘quacky’ sound book, a toy 
hippo and Woody (Toy Story) 
figurine.  What do the crew 
members have on their pirate page 
of treasure?  … AArrr, … that would 
be tellin.’  An action on the high 

and emotional regulation.  William 
jumped up on the giant inflatable 
pillow, using his core muscles to 
keep his balance.  Charlotte 
sought out the smaller inflatables 
– and enjoyed the deep pressure 
when Marion rolled them on her 
legs.  Kate balanced on the wobble 
board, rocking backwards and 
forwards with control.  Dylan 
swung from the trapeze rings – 
lifting his legs to help him go 

W2 have been making the most of 
being back on-site and getting 
moving in the Theraplay space.  
The transition to the hall allows us 
to work our school-wide positive 
behaviour of staying together as a 
group as we make our way there.  
This week, everyone was busy in a 
different part of the space, 
working with support on different 
gross motor activities or exploring 
sensations that support sensory 

further and faster!  Anika moved 
between the different swings – 
choosing between pushes backwards 
and forwards and spinning round and 
round – it made me dizzy to watch!  
Christopher used the steps to work 
on safely climb up and down stairs in 
his moonboot.  The space really has 
something for everyone!  After our 
20 minute session, the students lined 
up at the door and we transitioned 
back to the classroom together.   

very excited to be moving onto 
pancakes this coming fortnight and 
have already picked either honey or 
jam on top! 

In math, paper chain patterns and 
measurement has students trying 
their hardest to make the longest 
paper chain in the class. 
Congratulations to Colette who is 
currently in the lead with 42 chains! 

We have also made contact with 
Ramon which students were very 
excited by.  As Maxi once said, “Why 

would you leave us?”  Students have 
been working hard on writing weekly 
letters to Ramon and telling him 
about all the work we are doing at 
school.  Students have also 
expressed their want to FaceTime 
Ramon which we have done a couple 
of times.  

Have a lovely fortnight ahead and we 
can’t wait to see what everyone 
achieves in the next newsletter. 

Stay Groovy, W1  

Welcome to the halfway mark of Term 
4.  Time is definitely flying this term! 

The past fortnight has been very busy 
and fun-filled as we approach the 
downward run of the term!  Since last 
reporting we have had a pyjama day 
which saw students in their comfiest 
clothing and with their favourite 
books!  

The past two weeks in cooking we 
have been making toasted sandwiches 
and students tried new foods like 
avocado and tomato.  Students are 

Room W1 ~ Lulu & Danielle 

Room W2 ~ Abigail, Marion & Sharran 

seas wouldn’t be the same without 
the rocking boat, so we have that 
covered too!  We have our very 
own rocker to move to the beat of 
the song, ‘Go, Go Pirate 
Boat’ (using to the tune Row, row, 
your boat), handles to hold onto—
it’s really rough on the high seas! 

SO to finish … What did the ocean 
say to the captain of the pirate 
ship? 

Nothing!  The ocean just waved. 
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Room W4 ~ Ka Ling, Aura & Liz 

Room N1 ~ Gloria, Janine & Mel 

Room W3 ~ Andrew, Marshall & Amber 
This past fortnight the 
students in W3 have 
continued to explore 
chemical reactions in 
Science.  This time the 
students had a lot of fun 
making Wizard’s Brew out 
of vinegar, dish soup, 
glitter, bicarb soda and 
food dye.  Both Ronny and 
Issy were very intrigued 
with the different types of 
colours that they added to 
their Wizard’s brew.  

Vignesh also did a ripper 
job assisting Marshall with 
cleaning and washing up 
after the activity had 
finished.  Well done Vigi!   

In Art the students assisted 
with making a W3 
Spoonville—all were very 
interested in completing 
this activity.   

Cooking was also super fun 
this fortnight where the 
students made orange juice 

and then used the 
remaining orange juice to 
make their own icy poles.  
Luca and Benn really 
enjoyed participating in this 
activity and assisted with 
using up all the oranges.   

On Friday the 30th of 
October we celebrated 
Meckenzie’s 13th Birthday.  
It was a very fun day full of 
celebrations.  Meckenzie 
also had a great day.  

Here are a few 
pictures of our happy 
students this fine 
week 6 – enjoy! 

Hi Everyone, 

All is good in N1.    

We have lots of fun 
and keep busy with 
our exercise activities, 
stories, drama (always 
lots of that), art 
activities and playing.   

In W4, we have been reading a new 
book called “The Enormous 
Watermelon” this past fortnight.  
The students found it very funny 
when I brought in a real whole 
watermelon to explore.  It felt very 
heavy on our laps! 

This book also lends itself nicely to 
our science activities too.  We had a 
juicing activity and a fizzing 
watermelon activity!  Annabel had a 
great time using a switch and 
watching as the watermelon 
whizzed in the blender.  Ellie did a 
great job practising her fine motor 
skills by using a pair of tongs to 
place the watermelon in the 
blender!  Lachy was mesmerised by 

the blender and enjoyed a cool sip 
of the watermelon juice too!   

In our fizzing watermelon station, 
Reuvi followed the step by step 
instructions well throughout the 
experiment.  Jordan never shies 
away from a good experiment 
where she gets to mix and stir, 
watching the reaction occur!  Archie 
was intrigued by the reaction and 
watched attentively as the hollow 
watermelon rind fizzed up with bi 
carb and vinegar!  

Have a good weekend and stay cool!   

Hello everyone!  We are seeing 
warmer weather these days, and 
isn’t that just exciting! We practise 
wearing our hats and putting on 
sunscreen to be sun smart!  

Here’s a worthy mention, we had 
our Bring a Book and Pyjama Day on 
the 29th October.  It was a great day 
seeing students arrive in their 
coolest and cutest pyjamas, besides 
that we shared the wide variety of 
books that had been brought along 
to school.  We sat outside in the 
playground along with students 
from W2 and selected a few books 
to read to the group!  What an 
excellent way to celebrate Book 
Week!  

B A Y S I D E  B U L L E T I N  

Vigi with the 

magnetic 

alphabet 

Book Week 

Story Time! 

Janine & Liliana 

chat during 

lunch 



Room N2 ~ Annie, Mark B, Mark L, Bhash & Anna 
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The term is flying past, and soon we will 
celebrate Christmas and the holidays.  
Thankfully, with our students reminding us 
daily about taking things slowly; one day at a 
time and enjoy some pretty special moments 
together. 

One being watching Nisha get right into the 
joys of bike riding daily for exercise.  Her smiles 
as she wizzes past us with little or no support 
from staff.  Ben too, makes time for us daily.  
He enjoys a giggle, back massages with a pretty 
serious roller, and sharing some great Wiggles 
and Abba tunes with us all.  Jack is having 
some fantastic moments using the eye-gaze 
equipment.  Watching him make music or 

things move on the screen with his eyes is 
extraordinary.  Jeremy too, has been joining 
in singing familiar tunes during Circle Time 
as well as the chorus of our virtual concert 
item.  Michelle is full of wonder.  Her 
exuberance for a ball or turn-taking game 
with textured objects, and her energy both 
in and out of the water is commendable.  
Tim too, amazes us with his perseverance—
for walking practice, making determined 
music choices and playing the organ with 
one finger (and make it sound good).  We 
are lucky to share these moments with 
them all—moments that cannot be 
replicated by remote learning, no matter 
how hard we tried. 

This term, we also welcome Anna Rhind—
who has just completed a 100 hour 
practicum for her course to be an 
Education Support worker.  Anna will be 
with us in N2 for the rest of the term and 
we love her kindness, initiatives and 
empathy for us all.  

Finally, despite the kitchen garden being 
currently under re-construction—our class 
has begun a small garden adjacent to the 
senior playground.  Zucchini, tomatoes and 
sunflowers are thriving already under the 
care of our planting and watering team—
namely Ben, Jeremy and Jack.  Well done 
boys! 

Room N3 ~ Karryn, Debbie & Wit 
As soon as students arrive in the 
morning, individual maths tasks 
around a ‘theme’ such as counting, 
comparing numbers (more or less), 
shapes etc.  This week, students 
worked on dividing from a whole 
object into parts.  Each student was 
given a banana with instructions 
written on the skin, saying how many 
pieces they had to cut it into.  It was 
great to see everyone participate in 
the activity, even though they don’t 
all like eating banana!  

Our story this week is Jessica Joan.  
After the story, a number of 
associated literacy tasks have been 
completed.  Naguib and Abi 
matched pictures from the story.  
Ella used the initial letter of animal 
words to label all the characters in 
the book.  Charles followed the story 
with a hard copy of the book; it was 
great to see him reading through it 
later in the day as a self-selected 
choice.  Carla listens to the animal 
sound effects—the elephant 

appears to be her favourite by the 
laughter that invokes!  Set in a 
shop, we are extending the activity 
this week to role-play buying things 
in our classroom shop.  

In the afternoon, we have focused 
on the arts.  Painting activities and 
music have been a nice way to end 
the day. 



Thomas 
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Physiotherapy Report—Kristen Holland 
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Its great to be back at school with 
students after such a long period of 
remote learning!  Everyone has been 
doing an excellent job of settling back 
into a routine and it is pleasing to see 
that so many student have managed to 
retain their mobility and new gross 
motor skills.  We have had a wonderful 
first week in Aquatic Physiotherapy; 
thanks to the pool maintenance team, 
the water is crystal clear and ready to 
go!  

In physiotherapy news, Bayside Special 
Developmental School will be getting a 
very special delivery!  Earlier this year 
we purchased a Bantam Sit-to-Stand 
Frame which will allow older (and taller) 
students to be hoisted into the frame 
and moved into a standing position 
efficiently and most importantly, safely, 
so they can continue their supported 
standing programs at school while 
engaging in their educational program.  

Supported standing is one of the (if not 
THE) most critical elements of 
physiotherapy for students who are 
unable to weight-bear independently, as 
it assists with increasing bone density, 
assists with hip development and 
maintains range of motion of the 
muscles in the lower limbs.  These are 
just a few of the MANY physical benefits 
of supported standing programs; 
supported standing programs can also 
be beneficial for increased social 
engagement and participation in 
educational programs too!  

Tim enjoying 
Hydrotherapy 

Aquatic Physiotherapy 
with Sam 

The standing frame helps 
Zia make choices on the 
interactive whiteboard 

Welcome Vivi! 

Zia! 



Sara categorising different 

animals 

Adam making some silly sentences 

Sakura decorating her card for 

Cheryl 
Maddie enjoying making some 

Halloween skeleton art 

Well done Tom, on finishing your 

star chart 
Maxi proud of his toasted sandwich 

“Arrr”, says Pirate Aiden 

Jordan playing Connect 4, popcorn 

style 

Colette writing a birthday card to 

Cheryl 



Pirate Oscar 

Christopher in Theraplay Pirate Sam G with the Treasure Box 

Kate in Theraplay Charlotte in Theraplay 

William in Theraplay 

Pirate Patrick 

Anika in Theraplay 



Nassar collecting the laundry 

Franco & Aiden playing together 

Blair  doing a grand job as the 

witch from Room on the Broom 

Carla sweeps the floor after lunch 

Ryan sticks the Melbourne Cup 

onto our Flemington Art Work 

Abi plays the drum during the 

music session 

Vivi enjoying music 

Luca with the cause & effect 

games 

Kade and Joel painting the 

Flemington posts 

Liliana dancing to Bruno Mars 

Uptown Funk 

Jeremy prepares to plant the 

sunflower seedlings.  He is so 

gentle with the young plant 

Big Kids on the swings! 

Lucy helping to paint our mural  

Tim enjoys listening to a story 

which is complemented by a 

Google Slide activity afterwards 



Lachy’s looking keen to taste some 

of the watermelon!  
Benn at Imagination Station 

Ellie placing the watermelon in 

the blender with a pair of tongs Pirate Sam M-R 

Annabel using the switch during the 

juicing activity 

Reuvi poured the vinegar into the 

watermelon rind 

Archie exploring the heavy 

watermelon!  

Issy in Theraplay 

Jordan watching the fizzing 

reaction 



Charles has cut the banana into 8 Ben does a sterling job of 

watering the seedlings daily.  Soon 

we will have a glut of zucchini to 

share—all from a potting mix bag! 

Carla starts dividing her banana 

into 4 
Nisha is doing so well on the bike. 

A great effort! 

How many pieces did you cut 

Ella? Abi pushes the knife down, while 

Wit helps positon it 

Naguib divides his banana into 

pieces 

Michelle and Anna take time for a 

walk outdoors  in the wind 

Jack is becoming more 

independent and enjoys exploring 

his surrounds 



Ferris making some art Alghifari sequences a story using 

pictures 

Vivi becoming more confident 

with her Kaye Walker 
Lincoln recreates the letter ‘L’ 

using dot stickers 

Franco enjoying water play 
Mamoud drawing shapes 

Kade enjoying a squeeze during a 

Theraplay session 

Felix enjoyed playing alongside 

Hunter with the train track 

Mamoud & Alghifari work together 

to complete a puzzle 


