DATES TO
REMEMBER
Monday 24th—
Friday 28th May
Education Week
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Monday 14th
June
Queen’s Birthday
Public Holiday
Friday 25th June
Last Day of Term
2—students
dismissed one
hour earlier
Monday 12th July
First Day of Term
3
Friday 17th
September
Last Day of Term
3—students
dismissed one
hour earlier
Monday 4th
October
First Day of Term
4
Tuesday 2nd
November
Melbourne Cup
Public Holiday
Friday 17th
December
Last Day of 2021
School Year

SaintsPlay
Over the last two Tuesdays, the SaintsPlay coaches James,
Jayden, Liam and Lawrence supported both junior and senior
students in some fun footy-based skills as part of a
community program. The students were able to learn about
kicking and handballing including aiming at an inflatable
handball target!

A sneak peek at the
latest plan
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Acting Principal’s
Report
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that demolition can
occur during the Term 3
school holiday break
Student Health
with the project then
expected to take seven
months to completion.
Michael and I met with
the architects and
When students are
landscapers last week to
unwell, we ask
discuss the landscaping
respectfully that they are
proposal in finer detail.
kept at home.
New Funding Model
In order to prevent the
spread of illness we ask
that students are not
sent to school when they
are feeling unwell.
Unfortunately, when one The Department of
unwell child comes to
Education and Training
school there is a high
(DET) is introducing a
chance that others will
new three-tiered
then fall ill. We have a
funding model. Schools
number of students who in the Barwon, Loddon
are medically vulnerable Campaspe and Bayside
and can be greatly
Peninsula areas (this
affected if they contract includes our school) will
a virus. Additionally, this be the first to transition
term staff illness has
to the new model. The
increased, and, at times
model operates under a
it has been challenging
new Disability Inclusion
to find sufficient casual
Profile, designed to help
relief staff.
schools and families
identify the strengths,
We appreciate your
needs and the
support in this matter.
educational adjustments
Building Program
schools can make to
help students with
disability. The process is
to be supported by a
new facilitator
workforce. Currently
During the past two
the specifics of this
weeks, locations of
program with regards to
underground services
criteria and precise
and surveying has been
conducted to prepare for funding levels, are yet to
be released. Current
the tender plan
processes under the
documents for the final
Program for Students
stage of our rebuilding
with Disabilities (PSD)
program. The hope is

BULLETIN

will continue unchanged
for terms 1 to 3 in 2021 for
schools in the Bayside
Peninsula area. From Term
4, 2021, the new Disability
Inclusion approach will
start to be introduced. The
Disability Inclusion Profile
and tiered funding model
will then be progressively
introduced across Victoria
over the next five years.
School Leavers Expo

A very successful school
leaver’s expo was held on
Monday evening with more
than 30 parents attending.
A variety of adult program
providers met with families
to share information about
their services and answer
questions. Thank you
Karryn Bowen and team for
putting together a great
event.
Leadership Arrangements
Michael is currently on
personal leave until the 7th
of June. During his
absence, please direct any
matters to myself or a
member of the school
leadership team if I am
unavailable.
Michael will return to
school on June the 9th as he
will be attending the
Education State Principals’
Conference on Monday the
7th of June and Tuesday the
8th of June.

Tania Castro Millas
Assistant Principal
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Room E1 ~ Liz, Llywela & Debbie
Students in the Wednesday
and Thursday group have
been working hard
developing their skills. Ivaan
has been tiring himself out
first thing in the morning
during his physiotherapy
sessions with Kristen. He is
becoming stronger and
developing his balance.
Nissim showed us last week
his knowledge, understanding
and interest of switch
activated toys. When

presented with a switch,
Nissim immediately looked,
and reached out to activate
the spinning bells.
Felix experienced the
Marbotics letters for the first
time last week. He was
excited to be using the iPad
at school, and enjoyed the
sounds the monster made
when ‘eating’ letters that
were matched correctly.

Vivi has been working hard
on her communication,
effectively conveying what
she wants using Key Word
Sign, choice boards and her
LAMP communication
system. Vivi has also
enjoyed our shared reading
literacy focus for this term,
‘Where’s Spot?’. In
particular, the students are
having fun creating our own
version of ‘Where’s Spot?’ as
we explore spatial concepts.

Room E4 ~ Cheryl & Natasha
While our ‘monsters’
continue to play a role in our
classroom focused activities,
last week we placed them on
pause for the story “Give Me
Space” as part of the
National Simultaneous Story
Reading across Australia. We
viewed a live astronaut in
space and completed an art
activity, where our very own
E4 astronauts, Archer, Kasey,
Oscar, Theo, and Aiden were
floating in space too! Planet

Earth was central to the
poster, showing Australia of
course! There was
opportunity to also re
connect with our previous
space theme story that was
edited to include our new
astronauts in E4. We even
had a sneaky visit from a
purple monster astronaut
flying over the moon too!
To support learning key
words with the core board,
E4 have focused on “I” and

“like” with our morning
greetings including, “I am
here in E4”, and a choiceboard using the phrase, “I
like.” One of the favourite
activities that the students
have enjoyed has been
making a choice between soft
toy characters such as ‘Bluey’
or ‘Green Sheep’, and
recently monster characters
including “Larry”, from our
story, “Don’t push the
button!”

Room E5 ~ Kate & Anouk
Can you find a square? Can
you find something green?
Where is the number 3?
In E5 this past fortnight we
have been having a lot of fun
going on different scavenger
hunts. We have been using
proloqu2go, as well as some
paper based sheets to help
us find some different things
around the school. Each
time we go we have a
different focus being either
BAYSIDE
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colours, shapes, numbers or
different people at our
school. We all have a lot of
fun going on our scavenger
hunts and find different
things each time.
We have also been working
very hard at doing different
activities out our tables.
Franco and Al like playing a
bingo game, while working
on their turn taking.
Mitchell and Mamoud have

been working on doing lots
of different types of
matching activities.
Meanwhile Akain and Ferris
have been enjoying
exploring letters and
numbers in lots of different
ways. It has been great to
watch the E5 boys working
so hard on each of their
personal goals.

ISSUE
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Room E6 ~ Carolina & Neena
Our focus in music and dance is
to explore a range of colourful
props including: rainbow
parachute, lycra, tapping sticks
and bean bags, and exploring
how they move to the tune of
familiar and unfamiliar songs and
instrumental pieces. It is good to
see our students following some
instructions and accepting
support from staff to participate.

Last week we explored a range
of sensory materials which
were from a display created by
our placement student, Nisani.
She created a landscape
created by jelly and cocoa, to
capture the great rock, Uluru
and also lead an art activity,
where all the students made a
shaker and decorated the
outer cover with dots and

marks made with dotters,
paints, textas and brushes. It
was great to see them engage
with the digital presentation
too, which showed kids
moving the shaker very fast
and very slow.

Room W1 ~ Abigail & Anna
Music is a favourite session in W1
each week for the staff and students!
Anna has created a fantastic resource
for the smartboard with preferred
music items for each student. We
practice our SWPBS expectation of
‘waiting our turn’ by using our turntaking visual schedule to see who gets
to select a piece of music first. Then,
students are supported to move to
the music or select a musical
instrument to explore and play along.
Ben has many favourite pieces of

music, and is often front and centre
to dance along to The Beach Boys or
The Country Bears. Jeremy seeks out
songs from his favourite animated
movies, exploring instruments like
the thunder tube to add some mood!
Nisha also has music from favourite
movies, and when she chooses the
spooky Harry Potter theme tune she
quickly seeks out a staff member to
share her excitement with. Michelle
likes the old favourite of 5 Cheeky
Monkeys and tries out many musical

instrument choices, such as the
maracas and cabasa, to see which
one she enjoys most. Lachy has
some strong favourites too; Old
MacDonald draws his attention,
often seeing laser like focus from
Lachy on the mouth of a staff
member singing along nearby.
Jack’s music gets everyone up on
their feet, and it is joyful to watch
the video with his sister Alex as
they ‘get wavy’ together. Life is
better with music.

Room W2 ~ Carly, Cara & Marion
Well Cara and I will warmly
welcome ourselves to the W2 fold,
alongside Marion and the other
superstar students in the class. We
have been very excited to begin in
W2, and the past two weeks have
treated us well.
Getting to know everyone properly
was the first thing on our agenda,
so spending quality time indoors
and outdoors; on the floor and on
the chairs; playing and working on

tasks has been really beneficial.
Taking note of everyone’s strengths
and interests and importantly
communication preferences.
In summary, across our getting to
know you week: Charlotte has been
engaging with us, enjoying tickles
on the hand, and enjoying 1 to 1
reading in the mornings during
literacy block. Kate is letting us
know what she wants in the
classroom by leading us to her

improved choice selections display
and is currently drawn to “circles”.
Will is drawing us in with “silly
sentences” on the iPad which we then
type up on a computer document.
Dylan has been quick to take interest
in different literacy and numeracy
activities tubs and has completed daily
tasks most diligently.
We look forward to continuing our
year. Thanks to Marion, bearing the
brunt of our daily questions.

4

PAGE

5

Room W3 ~ Gloria & Paddy
Hi All,
Since last newsletter we
have had National
Simultaneous Story day
where we all sat and
watched the story, Give me
some Space. All students sat
for the story and we
followed it up by some space
themed music, Starman
(David Bowie), Spaceman
(Babylon Zoo) and A
Spaceman Came Travelling
(Chris de Burgh).

We have been practising our
spreading and mixing skills.
When it was a cold,
miserable day we made
toast, and the students
chose from Nuttelex,
Vegemite and Nutella to
spread, and we had a treat
making hot chocolate.
Paddy brought us in some
delicious oranges from his
garden and we also made
orange juice – hopefully this
will help us fight the winter
nasties.

We have been very lucky
over the last five weeks to
have had Nora on placement
in our class on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursdays.
She has been great fun, and
the students loved her. I
hope she will return! Thanks
for all your help Nora.
Till next time…

Room W4 ~ Charles, Aura & Mel
With the weather becoming
cooler, we have had to seize
the moment and get outside
as soon as there is any
suspicion of sunshine.
When we do go out, we
make sure we rug up with
beanies, warm coats and
blankets (!).

while trying to read a book
to 1.98 million children
(we’re going for 2 million
next year). We sang some
space songs and recreated
some zero gravity moments
on the trampoline after
watching OK Go’s amazing
video.

Last week we enjoyed the
amazing pictures of
astronaut Shannon Walker
floating around in the
International Space Station

Jordan has been mixing
ingredients in our cooking
program; Ellie has been
spending more time on the
tricycle; Archie is recovering

from a very exciting
birthday that featured three
parties in one day (and a
couple more in the week
following); Reuvi is loving
the horse riding; Annabel is
rugging up with many
blankets when going for a
walk, and then having foot
spas to warm her feet; and
Sam is due back this week,
which we’re all looking
forward to. Keep warm
everyone!

Room N1 ~ Ka Ling & Danielle
Hello everyone! We are half
way through the term
already! Time flies when
you’re having fun! These past
few Wednesdays have been
filled with some fun cooking
times. As part of the senior
group, we are promoting
independence in food
preparation. Students voted
for their choice of food to
cook. For the first three
weeks, we worked on
identifying ingredients and
simple steps to assembling
BAYSIDE
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pizzas. Ella, Bianca, Sakura,
Adam and Maddie were big
fans of our pizzas. Max
participates in assembling
pizzas and taste testing the
salami too. These last two
weeks, we have been making
fried rice. With chicken, peas,
carrot, egg and brown rice—
it’s a simple, yet nutritious,
meal to assemble. Students
are often eager to get
involved, and make the fried
rice. Colette, Tom and Jordan
enjoys the fried rice.

Our basketball players also
deserve a mention in our
Newsletter, they have been
working hard as a team each
Friday. Throughout the week,
we practise the basketball
skills such as bouncing,
shooting goals, passing to
your team mates and
defending the goal. So far the
Bayside Basketball Team has
won 3 games and drew 1
game. GO BAYSIDE
BASKETBALL TEAM.

ISSUE
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Room N2 ~ Karryn & Marshall
May 19, Wednesday, 1100 hours
Una set off to find life in space.
N1, N2 and N3 entered the rocket on
the launch pad to go along for the
ride.
The countdown began with everyone
chanting, “10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1” –
Bayside we have lift off!

In a much anticipated event, we
officially joined Astronaut Shannon
Walker as she read the story ‘Give Me

Some Space’ by Phillip Bunting from
the International Space Station; a
story about Una.

journey through the Solar System,
accompanied by Comet C close
behind.

Sitting, lying or standing
comfortably in our rocket watching
the story unfold was the highlight
of our week, if only we could have
experienced weightless as well!
Bubbles from Lulu (N3 teacher)
however were the only thing to
defy gravity, as much as Astronaut
K tried to fly through the air on the

After the story, the song Zoom,
Zoom, Zoom We’re going to the
Moon, provided everyone with a
chance to stretch and dance (dare I
say moon walk?) to complete their
mission before returning to their
private modules (classrooms).
Well done everyone from Mission
Control!

Room N3 ~ Lulu & Janine
Half way through the term,
Wooo!!! The N3 boys have
continued their antics the past
two weeks.
We have worked hard on letter
work with the favourite activity
being ‘decorating donuts’ as
part of their letter D work.
We have moved onto ‘Mrs
Honey’s Hat’ as part of story

time, and the boys have
enjoyed recreating the story
dressing up with their hats on!
Juicing has been a success so
far, and something different for
the boys. Our main ingredient
has been carrot this past week,
and the boys have chosen to
add ginger, apple and orange.
The favourite so far was carrot,
apple and ginger juice.

We’re excited to see what the
next fortnight brings for the
N3 boys, and will report back
soon!
Stay Groovy
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Intensive Interaction Report—Dr Mark Barber
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So, how do I know if I am doing Intensive Interaction … or just having a nice time with the
person?
Well, that’s a good question. However, Intensive Interaction has certain ‘key elements’ that
make it what it is – genuinely, intensively interactive. So, consider these points:
It probably is Intensive Interaction if it has these key elements:
•

The first intention is to promote the learning of the ‘Fundamentals of Communication’

•

The aim is for mutual enjoyment for the student and practitioner/parent/carer

•

The practitioner/parent/carer …..



is visibly relaxed and has an ‘available’ look



watches and waits for appropriate ‘communication moments’ to respond to or
join in with, allowing the student’s behaviour to lead the form and tempo of the
interactivity



‘tunes-in’ to the student, and is sensitive to all feedback signals coming from
them and responds appropriately to them



is both non-directive and responsive in style, developing the content and the
flow of the activity by allowing the student to take the lead



may employ occasional initiations, albeit carefully and sparingly—but only if this
does not conflict with the general sense of overall responsiveness

•

The interaction does not commence if the student is not in the right frame of mind for
it, and then ceases when they have had enough

•

The activity is task-less – it does not have a pre-determined objective or end-point

•

The activities may appear highly repetitive both within and across Intensive
Interaction activities – but such repetition is an essential feature of the structure for
the person

•

The main interactive resource in Intensive Interaction is the practitioner/parent/
carer’s face, voice, body language and sense of presence … any other thing, any toy,
object or activity can also form part of the focus of the interaction when led by the
person

And … it probably is not Intensive Interaction if:
•

The practitioner/parent/carer’s intention is to use any developed interactivity to
modify challenging or other unwanted behaviour

•

The practitioner/parent/carer behaves in more directive ways e.g. with frequent and/
or insensitive attempts at initiation, or by dictating the content of any interactivity, or
by demanding the performance of certain set or desired responses

•

The practitioner/parent/carer doesn’t do much, just being around the student in an
outwardly relaxed fashion, but then fails to ‘tune in’ to them or ‘be with’ them in a
socially interactive manner

•

The practitioner/parent/carer fails to respond to any signals of negativity from the
student,
continuing any interactivity past the point when the student has had enough
Thomas

Does that help? – I hope so.
This is adapted from Graham Firth’s Blog https://connectingwithintensiveinteraction.com

BAYSIDE
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Homecrafts Report—Annie Daddo

This term, it was the Intermediates’ turn to experience a total Home
crafts experience. Cookie and I welcomed students and staff from
W2, W3 and W4 each Tuesday as soon as the new term started, and
it has been wonderful working with fresh eyes and new palates.
This term students in W4 had fun exploring new tastes and textures
through two sensory stories—Monkey Red/Monkey Blue as well as
Mouse Mess. These mice and monkeys get up to all sorts of
mischief—going through cupboards and having midnight parties;
tasting cereal, spaghetti, popcorn, mustard, pancakes and tomato
sauce, among other things. Similarly, it has been fun to have some
singing and dancing at the end of the session to some new food song
boards on our Interactive TV panel. The Wiggles with their Hot
Potatoes; Fruit Salad and Master Pasta maker from Italy are all firm
favourites. Another new food relaxation board was also a hit where
students could listen to classical music at the end of the session,
whilst watching, in slow motion, food being prepared or cooking.
Quite mesmerizing!
Students in W2 and W3 tried some real cooking in their sessions—
with mini burgers, pasta bolognese and mini pizzas being firm
favourite dishes. I was impressed at how well students waited their
turn to use equipment, and the anticipation on arrival to see after
our song “What’s in the Mystery Box?” - A hidden key ingredient of
what would be made that day.

Students were curious, adventurous and happy to have the
opportunity to prepare, and best of all—eat (or drink), foods that
they could make with little effort themselves. Having helped run
school canteens here in the past and been a Home Economics
teacher in Secondary schools (in another life), it really fills my heart
to see such enthusiasm from such young people to explore, cook, eat
and above all, enjoy food.
Exciting times await us all—with cooking, gardening and sharing!
Watch this space.

4 Genoa Street, Moorabbin, 3189
Tel: 9555 4155 Fax: 9553 2476
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As I write this, it occurs to me that this will be my last Newsletter
entry EVER as a teacher of 16 years at Bayside, as well as the last
Home crafts Specialist contribution, for most likely the rest of 2021
or until the re-build!

Fair Go Footy

INCLUSIVE FOOTY PROGRAM
Fair Go Footy is a football based program for children with disabilities which is
run by the Ormond Junior Football Club.
The aim of the program is to facilitate the participation of children with
disabilities in the great game of Australian Rules football. It’s all about fun and
exercise.

What is Included in FairGo
Footy?
The Fair Go team is so excited to announce the start of our 2021 season! Save the
date: the First (1st) of May 9:00AM—10:00AM at E.E. Gunn Reserve, 56 Malane
Street, Ormond 3204. It has been a while, and we are thrilled to see everyone,
get some much-needed fitness, and have fun. Please RSVP if you plan on coming,
and please let anyone you think may be interested in knowing about our program!
The more the merrier.
We are in the works at getting our
very own personalised jerseys, as
well as brand new balls, cones,
and other needed equipment.
Once again, we are really looking
forward to seeing you all after
such a crazy 2020. Let's get some
normality back into everyone's
lives, and celebrate 10 years of
the Fair Go tradition!
Kind Regards,
The Fair Go Coaching team
p: 0412 241 630, 0450 941 313
e: fairgoormond@gmail.com

